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Construction Begins on $70 Million 
Richmond-San Rafael Corridor Projects

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Commis-
sion (MTC), Caltrans, the 
Transportation Authority 
of Marin (TAM) and the 
Contra Costa Transporta-
tion Authority (CCTA) 
invited the public to a 
pair of open houses last 
week to learn more about 
the roughly $70 million 
Interstate 580 Access Im-
provement Projects now 
beginning construction in 
the heavily traveled Rich-
mond-San Rafael Bridge 
corridor.

To reduce congestion 
on eastbound Interstate 
580, MTC and its partners 
are working to convert the 
right shoulder to a third 
freeway lane from the Sir 
Francis Drake Blvd. on-
ramp in Marin County to the Rich-
mond Parkway/Point Richmond exit in 
Contra Costa County. 

Project elements include recon-
figuring the Main Street on-ramp  
from San Quentin Village with a re-
taining wall to improve the traffic 
merge with the new lane; replacing 
pavement on the bridge approaches to 
accommodate 
heavier traffic 
loads; and relo-
cating a retain-
ing wall in Rich-
mond to achieve 
safe sight dis-
tances for ve-
hicles traveling 
in the new right 
lane.  The third 
eastbound traf-
fic lane is sched-
uled to open  
in the fall of 
2017.

To provide a 
bicycle/pedestrian link between Marin 
and Contra Costa counties, the agen-
cies will establish a path on the north 
side of Interstate 580, with concrete 

amendments to the long-range Plan 
Bay Area and the short-range Trans-
portation Improvement Program that 
cleared the way for the next phases of 
design and environmental review for 
these projects. 

Lane and ramp closures necessary 
for construction activity will take place 
mostly in late night and early morning 
hours, but some closures may extend 
until 8 am on Saturday and Sunday 
mornings.

MTC is the transportation planning, 
financing and coordinating agency  
for the nine-county San Francisco  
Bay Area. Caltrans owns, operates  
and maintains the state highway  
system, including seven Bay Area  
toll bridges. TAM is the conges-
tion management agency and the  
transportation sales tax authority for 
Marin County. CCTA is the congestion 
management agency and the transpor-
tation sales tax authority for Contra 
Costa County.

barriers to separate bikes and pedes-
trians from westbound freeway traffic. 
These include a moveable barrier on 
the upper deck of the bridge that will 
allow Caltrans to conduct maintenance 
work during short closures of the path. 

The bicycle/pedestrian path will be 
10-ft wide and comply with Americans 
with Disabilities Act standards. Con-

struction work 
on the move-
able barrier 
project is ex-
pected to begin 
in the spring 
of 2017, with 
c o m p l e t i o n 
slated for the 
spring of 2018.

Both the 
conversion of 
the right shoul-
der to a third 
freeway lane 
and the new 
bicycle/pedes-

trian path initiatives are designed to  
be four-year pilot projects. MTC and 
the Association of Bay Area Govern-
ments in September 2015 approved 

To provide a bicycle/ 
pedestrian link between 
Marin and Contra Costa 

counties, the agencies will 
establish a path on the 

north side of Interstate 580, 
with concrete barriers  
to separate bikes and  

pedestrians from west-
bound freeway traffic.
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 News Briefs
Builder Confidence Closes 

Year on a High Note

Builder confidence in the market for newly-built 
single-family homes jumped seven points to a level 
of 70 on the National Association of Home Builders/
Wells Fargo Housing Market Index (HMI). This is the 
highest reading since July 2005.

“This notable rise in builder sentiment is largely 
attributable to a post-election bounce, as builders 
are hopeful that President-elect Trump will follow 
through on his pledge to cut burdensome regulations 
that are harming small businesses and housing af-
fordability,” says NAHB Chairman Ed Brady, a home 
builder and developer from Bloomington, Ill.  “This 
is particularly important, given that a recent NAHB 
study shows that regulatory costs for home building 
have increased 29 percent in the past five years.”  

“Though this significant increase in builder con-
fidence could be considered an outlier, the fact re-
mains that the economic fundamentals continue to 
look good for housing,” says NAHB Chief Econo-
mist Robert Dietz. “The rise in the HMI is consistent 
with recent gains for the stock market and consumer 
confidence. At the same time, builders remain sensi-
tive to rising mortgage rates and continue to deal with 
shortages of lots and labor.”

Derived from a monthly survey that NAHB has 
been conducting for 30 years, the NAHB/Wells Fargo 
Housing Market Index gauges builder perceptions 
of current single-family home sales and sales expec-
tations for the next six months as “good,” “fair” or 
“poor.” The survey also asks builders to rate traffic 
of prospective buyers as “high to very high,” “aver-
age” or “low to very low.” Scores for each component 
are then used to calculate a seasonally adjusted index 
where any number over 50 indicates that more build-
ers view conditions as good than poor.

All three HMI components posted healthy gains 
in December. The component gauging current sales 
conditions increased seven points to 76 while the in-
dex charting sales expectations in the next six months
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